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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JACKY 
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, guide our lawmakers 

through this day with Your higher wis-
dom. Help them to walk with integrity, 
reverence, and humility. May they 
refuse to deviate from the path that 
honors You. 

Lord, open their minds to Your truth 
as You use them to bring healing to 
our Nation and world. May they submit 
their lives to the light of Your pre-
cepts, replacing fear with faith, false-
hood with truth, and hate with love. 

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 24, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JACKY ROSEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. First, I have a mes-
sage for the information of the Senate. 

I understand there is an important 
meeting at the White House this morn-
ing that several Members are attend-
ing. So in order to accommodate them, 
the first vote will start at 10:45 a.m., 
not at 11 a.m., and we are going to have 
to move quickly on that vote so people 
can get their votes done and get to the 
White House. 

So, Members, please take notice. 
f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
before we reach the conclusion of the 
June work period, the Senate will con-
firm yet another one of President 
Biden’s highly qualified nominees to 
the Federal Bench: Candace Jackson- 
Akiwumi to serve on the Seventh Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. 

A graduate of Princeton and Yale 
Law School, Ms. Jackson-Akiwumi left 
a career at a big law firm to work for 
10 years as a Federal defender in Illi-
nois. She was a voice in the courtroom 
for Americans who often had no one 
else to speak for them: the mentally 
ill, folks who could not afford an attor-
ney. 

We have plenty of former prosecutors 
and corporate lawyers on the bench. 

Ms. Jackson-Akiwumi would bring a 
sorely needed perspective. The more 
our courts reflect our country as a 
whole, the more faith Americans will 
have in the equal application of the 
law. 

Ms. Jackson-Akiwumi will make an 
outstanding addition to the Seventh 
Circuit, and I urge all my colleagues to 
vote for her later today. 

Now, I want to reflect for a moment 
on the pace of judicial nominations in 
the Democratic-led Senate so far this 
year. Typically, the first several 
months of a new administration don’t 
feature a ton of judicial nominations. 
New Presidents often have ambitious 
legislative agendas, and it takes a lot 
of time for a new President to make 
appointments and to get them to go 
through all of the background checks 
and for the Judiciary Committee to ad-
vance nominees to the floor. So in ad-
ministrations past, the first 6 months 
are a fallow period for judges. 

For all the focus that the Republican 
leader put on judges during the pre-
vious administration, the Senate only 
confirmed one—one district or circuit 
judge—before July 4 in the first year of 
Donald Trump’s Presidency. By the end 
of today, the Senate will have con-
firmed more judges this week than in 
all 6 months of Donald Trump’s first 
year in office. 

In fact, with the confirmations this 
week, the Senate will have confirmed 
more district and circuit court judges 
to the Federal bench in the first 6 
months of President Biden’s first year 
than any other administration in 50 
years. 

Let me say that again so people hear, 
because I know there is a lot of worry— 
justified—that President Trump shifted 
the bench so far to the right that we 
need to rebalance it, and we need to 
make that a very high priority. Well, 
we have. After the confirmation of Ms. 
Jackson-Akiwumi, the Senate will 
have confirmed more district and cir-
cuit court judges in the first year of a 
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